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What is it? Homeless Youth Service Learning
History
• Project 150 was established in December of 
2011 by a group of friends and colleagues in 
order to help families in need for the winter 
break holidays. After this first event, the 
organizing members realized that this 
support group was something that high 
school students need on an everyday basis 
throughout the Clark County School District.
Purpose
• Project 150 seeks to help homeless high 
school students by providing necessities 
such as clothes, food, and hygiene products 
as well as support in finding shelter and 
other resources. 
Paradigm
• Project 150 best fits into the Project 
community service paradigm.
Social Issue
• Project 150 aims to address homelessness amongst high school students 
throughout the Clark County area. 
• Homelessness among youth is broadly defined as “individuals who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime residence” (Schifalacqua, Ghafoori, & Jacobowitz, 
2019, p. 193).  
Current State
• In 2013, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development began tracking 
the number of homeless youths by state. Since then, Nevada leads the nation 
with the highest amount of unsheltered, unaccompanied youth (Schifalacqua et. 
al., 2019, p.194). 
• Results from the Voices of Youth Count national survey shows that “1 in 30 
adolescent minors ages 13 to 17, endures some form of homelessness” (Morton, 
Dworsky, & Samuels, 2017, p. 2).
• The major problems leading to homelessness are “housing issues… child abuse, 
job market conditions, substance use, as well as running away” (Williams, Giano, 
Merten & 2019).
Ideal State
• The ideal state would be that all students could finish their high school education 
without outside forces pulling them out. 
Project 150 Approach
• According to statistics provided by Voices of Youth Count national survey, “the lack 
of a high school diploma or General Equivalency Diploma (GED) was the most 
strongly correlated with higher risk [for homelessness]. These young adults had a 
356% higher risk of experiencing homelessness compared to peers who 
completed high school” (Morton et. al., 2017, p. 12). 
• Project 150 aims to obliterate the amount of homeless youth dropping out of 
school and does not allow these students to be forgotten.
My Help
• I can personally affect homelessness by volunteering, educating my friends and 
family about this rising problem and encouraging others to donate or volunteer. 
Service to Community
• Organized clothes, hygiene products, and 
food as well as ensuring students got full 
allowance for the month.
Semester Reflection
• One moment that made me realize how 
much I was helping, was when the mother 
of a high school girl stopped before she left 
and called us all a blessing. She started 
thanking all of us there for helping at the 
boutique so that they can come every 
month and get the everyday necessities 
that most people take for granted.
Learning
• I learned more about the backgrounds that 
bring people to Project 150. I also learned 
more about how gracious people are for 
any help at all. 
• It is extremely easy to turn a blind eye 
toward problems in society when you 
are not directly involved with the 
situation. 
• I hope that I never take my luck for 
granted and leave those struggling to 
get by in the dust.
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